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Safer Hambleton Hub
The Safer Hambleton Hub is based in
Hambleton District Council and accesses
countywide community safety services,
facilitates projects to reduce crime and
disorder and co-ordinates multi-agency
problem solving processes as well as
managing CCTV and working towards the
Prevent Duty.

Welcome

to the February 2021 edition of the Safer Hambleton Newsletter. We’d like
to update you on what we’ve been up to over the last few months. Like every other organisation many
aspects of our work have been affected by Covid-19.
In some respects, tackling crime during lockdown has been easier as travelling criminals were much easier to spot!
However, for things like anti-social behaviour or disputes between neighbours, we’ve seen no let up with tensions
running high and more people spending time at home or in their local community.
Just as a reminder, the Safer Hambleton Hub is based at Hambleton Civic Centre in Northallerton. During the
COVID crisis, as you would expect, the team has been for the most part working from home. The Hub is made up
of officers from Hambleton District Council and North Yorkshire Police. We work in partnership with other agencies
to co-ordinate activity aimed at to reducing, preventing and detecting crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in
our district.
The agencies we work with include:
• Hambleton District Council
• North Yorkshire Police
• North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue
• Broadacres Housing Association

• Health services including mental health,
drug and alcohol services
• North Yorkshire County Council services
including social care and education
• Youth Justice and youth services.

The agencies work together to tackle issues that matter to the community and to find ways to solve long term
problems or issues in communities.
The Hub has a number of powers available to enforce sanctions against those who do not engage and continue
their anti-social or disorderly behaviour; this can include court action where appropriate. Our focus is to prevent
harassment, alarm and distress to individuals and our local communities.
We work with perpetrators of anti-social behaviour and in doing so seek to resolve the root cause of their issues
be that neighbourhood disputes, mental health issues, substance misuse (alcohol and/or drugs) or other offending
behaviour.
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Hambleton District Council CCTV Team rises to
the Challenge
Criminals are making the most of the government guidance around
essential face coverings whilst shopping. Several reports of thefts by
suspects wearing head coverings such as baseball caps, sunglasses
and yes, that face covering have been reported. This makes the job
of the Hambleton District Council CCTV team and the police all the
more difficult. The Safer Hambleton Hub and the CCTV Team have
been working hard on this challenge, here’s a flavour of some of the
results:
• Shop watch member alerted the CCTV Team and a neighbouring
store of two women who were suspected of stealing items from
them. CCTV Team informed police, leading to three arrests and
the seizure of their vehicle.
• Shop watch member reported an issue on the High Street,
involving a man allegedly threatening a member of the public.
CCTV monitored and informed police and the man was arrested.
• Alleged Shoplifting gang operating in Northallerton where they
were not arrested but vehicle details were taken by CCTV Team
so they could be observed and arrested when they moved on to
Stokesley.
• A known prolific criminal was spotted at a store in Northallerton where a theft allegedly took place and CCTV
monitored the suspect’s movements and were able to direct police to arrest him.
• A retailer contacted the CCTV Team with a description of a suspect from an earlier shoplifting incident who was
back in the area. CCTV Team monitored and passed details onto the police. The suspect was arrested and stolen
goods were recovered.

Joint working between North Yorkshire Police,
Safer Hambleton Hub and Broadacres Housing
Association
On Friday 11 December, North Yorkshire Police secured a three
month closure order on a property in Northallerton following ongoing
reports of anti-social behaviour, under the Anti-Social Behaviour
Crime and Policing Act 2014.
The closure order came forward after numerous complaints of
suspected drug use and despite work with the occupier of the flat to
stop the behaviour, incidents continued, resulting in the partnership
agencies working together to secure the closure order. It was clear
that the property was causing significant harm, distress and concern
and the closure order was a fantastic result for those living near who
really needed and deserved some peace over the Christmas period.
The Safer Hambleton Hub worked with the local neighbourhood police
team and Broadacres to bring about the order showing we will do
everything in our power to reduce, prevent and detect crime, disorder
and anti-social behaviour across the Hambleton district.
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Local Community
Information Booklet;
Enjoy Hambleton Safely
Working closely with our local neighbourhood police teams
we were asked to put together a community information
booklet. This was to be given to vulnerable residents to tell
them about crime prevention and provide a directory of
local services to help with their safety and wellbeing. The
booklet, titled ‘Enjoy Hambleton Safely’ includes details
of services developed to support the local community. In
total,18 local agencies contributed to the content that
includes:
• North Yorkshire Police - advice on crime prevention, how
to spot the fraudsters and deal with unwanted calls
• Help and support for those suffering with Dementia and
support offered for carers
• North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service - offer of Safe and
Well visits (see below)
• Crisis Resolution - help available from the Intensive Home
Cllr Robson, Leader of Hambleton District
Council pictured with the booklet
Treatment Team
• Housing advice on offer for those facing homelessness
• Help and advice for those in need of help with their finances, with access to food banks and how to claim benefits
• Help and support on offer from the Living Rooms in Northallerton
• Details of local community centres across the district with signposting to help put residents in touch with other
services in their local area.
The booklet is available at: hambleton.gov.uk/crime-emergencies/community-safety/1

Spotlight on
North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service is one of our
regular partners, joining us at Task and Finish meetings
to review measures for individuals of concern. As well as
offering general fire safety tips the service Community
Safety Officer is able to arrange safe and well visits.
This involves a visit to the home of an individual to offer
bespoke advice, including:
• How to reduce and prevent fires
• Looking at possible fire risks in the home
• Advice on bedtime routines to promote safety at night
• Helping to develop an escape plan
• Checking smoke alarms with advice on how to check
and test them
They can also offer advice about health and wellbeing.

This may include where to find advice and support on
giving up smoking, avoiding falls and keeping a home
warm.
North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service is about more
than fires. Their key focus is on ensuring they keep the
communities of North Yorkshire as safe as possible in
whatever way possible. If you feel you can assist them
in their ambitions to educate and build community
awareness and resilience please contact them direct.
To book a visit you can:
Request a visit online: www.northyorksfire.gov.uk
Call our advice line: 01609 788545
Contact our switchboard: 01609 780150
Email: hambletoncs@northyorksfire.gov.uk
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Crime Prevention; 10 Top Tips
Safer Hambleton Hub works together
with local police to promote crime
prevention advice to residents across all
local communities in Hambleton, here
are our 10 top tips:
1.

Keep valuables safe and out of
sight in a parked car

2.

Face coverings provide the perfect
disguise for thieves - stay alert and
keep your distance

3.

Stay alert when shopping, keep
your bag close and closed

4.

When out and about, keep an
eye out for any unusual activity or
unattended bags

5.

If you see any suspicious activity or
witness a crime, please report it

6.

Please be aware of fake bank
notes. Check your cash carefully!

7.

Shopping online? Check contact
details and feedback first before
you buy
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Remember
CCTV works well
in our towns
to keep an eye
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protect you from
crime
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8.

Remember CCTV works well in
our towns to keep an eye on
criminals & protect you from crime

9.

Using a cash machine? Be aware
of who’s about & protect your pin
from view

10. Put time switches on your lights
to light up your home and put
thieves off
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The Safer Hambleton Hub carried
out a campaign over the Christmas
period incorporating these tips through
all of Hambleton District Council’s
corporate and social media channels.
The campaign reach was 74,568
people across 22 posts, with 93
comments, shares/retweets overall.
The item catching the most attention
was the feature on fake money with 44
clicks through to the Bank of England
website.
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Covid-19 latest update if you break the Rules
The Home Secretary, The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP, led the Downing Street
briefing on 21 January where she announced a new £800 fine for
people who attend house parties. Adding that the new fine would be
introduced the following week and that it would double for each repeat
offence to a maximum level of £6,400. The Home Secretary said:
“These fines will apply to those who attend illegal gatherings of more
than 15 people in homes.
The science is clear: such irresponsible behaviour poses a significant
threat to public - not only to those in attendance, but also to the
wonderful police officers who attend to shut down these events.
From the outset, we have given the police the necessary powers to
enforce the rules, which are in place to stop the spread of the virus.
As this latest measure demonstrates, we will not stand by while a small number of individuals
put others at risk.
I want to take this opportunity to pay tribute to our police forces and our fire
services for their extraordinary contribution throughout the pandemic.
They are out there each and every day, supporting our communities, risking their
own health to keep the rest of us safe.”
Note: if you hold or are involved in holding an illegal gathering of over 30
people, the police can issue fines of £10,000.

Coronavirus News Updates
We all have to play our part to reduce the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19)
You can find the latest advice and guidance at www.gov.uk/coronavirus

ACT EARLY - Prevent safeguarding
website
This website highlights the police’s safeguarding role and is where you should visit to share
any concerns you may have about a loved one being at risk of becoming radicalised. You will
find information and case studies, signs to spot,
frequently asked questions and details of the national
Prevent advice line.

www.actearly.uk

Safer Hambleton Hub 5

hambleton.gov.uk/saferhambleton

Staying Safe Online
The theme in the UK for this year’s Safer
Internet Day held in February was exploring
reliability online. The Internet has an amazing
range of information and opportunities, but
how do we separate fact from fiction?
This year’s theme was influenced by young
people who spoke about the types of content
they see online, they said they saw:
• A lot of fake news content, a lot of fake
celebrity gossip and fake gossip generally
• Adverts on webpages showing celebrities
with extreme weight loss transformations and
similar stuff
• Adverts and pop ups or even occasionally
stranger messages
• People on tiktok making up news, conspiracy
theories.
Safer Internet Day 2021 looked at why inaccurate content exists, where it comes from and what young people can
do in response.
You can go online to find a legacy of resources aimed at children and young people as well as adults. Go to:
www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day

Coming next time...

CONTACT
US

Further insight into the role of the
Safer Hambleton Hub with details of the
ways we can tackle anti-social behaviour, crime
and disorder.

Local community project;
Bike safety campaign
following community
concerns at the number
of young people riding
in the dark without
lights and during the
day around school
opening and
closing times.

Safer Hambleton Hub - 01609 779977 or safer@hambleton.gov.uk
hambleton.gov.uk/saferhambleton
Please note that we are unable to take reports of anti-social behaviour from the public, if you
have been a victim of anti-social behaviour please contact North Yorkshire Police on 101.

